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PEOPLE under his paſtoral cart at whoſe 
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TH & 2 6 THOR, 


n the e Di — 
to the Reyerend STEPHEN PALMER, at 5 | 


whoſe defire it Was preached ; and to the 


requeſt, and expenſe, it 25 publi tſhed ; 
with affedtionate wiſhes, for - their proſ- 
perity and happineſs ; and that they may 
long be mutual elf ings to each other, in 
their preſent connexion. 


A 


$S E R M O N 
Adu ar VE E DHA M. 
11 | 1 NOVEMBER 7, 1792; 
"WHEN THE 
Rv. STEPHEN PALMER 


WAS ORDAINED PASTOR OF THE CHURCH, AND 
FIRST SOCIETY IN SAID TOWN. 


N 


r JASON HAVEN, 4. u. 


' PASTOR Or THE FIRST CHURCH IN 
DEDHAM. 


on AT THE Apollo Preſs; IN 1 
BY BE LK NAP AND HAL L. 


MDCCxCIII. 
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Ax ORDINATION 


S E R M O N. 


2 TIMOTHY ii, 2. 


AND THE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST HEARD OF ME, 

AMONG MANY WITNESSES, THE SAME COMMIT , 

THOU TO FAITHFUL MEN, WHO SHALL BE ABLE 
TO TEACH OTHERS ALSO. 


Tu E Apoſtle Paul employs no ſmall 
part of his epiſtles, to Timothy, and Titus, in giving 
directions for the introduction of proper perſons 

into the work of the evangelical miniſtry, and for 
the due performance of the duties of that ſtation. 

If we are not able minutely to determine, how far 
the character and office of theſe firſt miniſters of 
Chriſt may apply to chriſtian paſtors and teachers, at 
the preſent day, yet all will allow, that it is eſpec- 
ially from theſe epiſtles, that we are to collect what 
the duties of the paſtoral office are ; and what qual- 
ifications are requilite in thoſe who enter into it. 
Two leading ones, which may indeed be compre- 
henſive of all others, we find 1 in the words which I 


have 
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have now read. FAITHFULNESS and ABILITY. 
They muſt be Faithful men, able to teach others.“ 


To ſuch only Timothy is directed to commit the gal | 


pel, as a based depoſit. 


a the expreſſion, the things which thou haſt hedrd of 


me before many witneſſes, the Apoſtle l 1 


tends the goſpel, in the great doctrines and duties of 
which, Timothy had been inſtructed. by him. The 


fame, ſays he, commit thou to Faith ful men. This paſ- 


ſage hath often been adduced, by epiſcopal writers, 
as an-argument, that the people are to have no vaice 
in chuſing their religious teachers. Timothy, they 
ſay, was Biſhop of Epheſus. In him was veſted the 


ſole power of ſetting miniſters over certain churches, 


within his dioceſe. 1 humbly conceive the paſſage 
contains no argument of this fort. It only proves 
that Timothy had power to ordain. This he had 


as-an Elder, or Biſhop, which terms, every honeſt 


man, acquainted with the, original language of the 


New Teſtament, muſt acknowledge are uſed to de- 


note the ſame office. There is no intimation, that 
the people had not liberty to chuſe their miniſters, 
and preſent them to Timothy, who was authorized 


to ſet them apart to the work, to which they had 


been choſen, by ordaining them. and ſolemnly com- 
mitting to them the goſpel of Chriſt. 

iT ſeems he was to be acquainted with the char- 
acters of thoſe to whom he committed this import- 
ant truſt ; and be ſatisfied that they were 2 
men, and able to teach. It will be the buſineſs of the 
following diſcourſe, to explain theſe qualifications, and 
then to add ſome praftical remarks, and particular 
addreſſes, ſuitable to the ſubject, and to the preſent 
occaſion. 


Firſt, they who are introduced zt the office 


of public chriſtian teachers, muſt be faithful men. 


Faithfulneſs 


7 
Faithfulneſs fi ignifies fingęrity at u eſs, by 
which temper of mind a Fern ſhould be 9 
both in entering into the ' paſtoral office at firſt; and 
in performing all the duties Fit, through the courſe 
of his minifiry. 
 FatTaFULNEss implies fincere, good, and epright 
b. and motives, in entering into this ſacred employ- 
The faithful man's deſite and defign muſt be, 
the promotion of the great ends of the goſpel min- 
try; which ate to honour God; to build up the king- 
dom of Chriſt, and advance the falviidion of men. 
Now, in order to his being truly governed by 
theſe motives, is it not evidently neceflary, that he 
be a man of real goodneſs of heart, of undiflembled 
piety and religion? Muſt not a man, who is deſti- 
tute of renewing grace, if he 1s acquainted with the 
fprings of action, in his own mind, be fenfible, that 
he hath no real concern for the glory of God, and 
the advancement of the kingdom of his Son? How 
can he then, from upright and faithful motives, 
take upon him the paſtoral office? Can he honeſtly 
eonſider himſelf qualified to ſerve Chriſt, in this em- 
ployment, when he hath no conſciouſneſs of a ſin- 
cere affection to him? Can he view himfelf as a fit 
ſon, to preach thoſe doctrines, which are, in gen- 
eral, diſagreeable to the governing temper of his 
mind; and the ſanctifying influence of which, he 
hath not experienced on his own heart? Can he 
juſtly conceive, that he is a ſuitable mftrument, to 
inculcate and promote, that holy, ſpiritual, and di- 
vine life, to which he is a ſtranger, and which he 
refuſes to maintain? Certainly not. 
Most not that faithfulneſs then, which ſhould 
polleſs a man who enters into the work of the min- 
iſtry, imply that he finds in himſelf, a ſincere and 
ardent love to his divine Maſter, in whoſe ſervice 


he 
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he is engaging ? That he þath diligently agen 
ed to become acquainted with that ſervice, and feels 


an affection to it? That he hath reaſon to think 


that, through grace, he is in ſome good meaſure 


qualified to perform it? And that he finds a readi- 


neſs to devote all his powers and abilities to it ? And 


finally, that he hath formed ſolemn reſolutions to 
promote it to the utmoſt of his capacity, depending. 
and grace of Chriſt to aſſiſt him in, and 


on the ſpiri 
carry him through it? Will not ſuch be the views, 


and motives of the faithful man, in undertaking the 


work of the goſpel miniſtry ? _ 2 
FAITHFULNES8S will alſo appear in proſecuting this 


work, and performing all the parts of it. Let me 
here mention ſome particulars. 7 | 


1. HE will be faithful in his ſtudies, that he may 


rightly underſtand the doctrines and duties of that 


holy religion of which he is a teacher. His ſtudies 
indeed muſt have been employed upon theſe ſubjects, 
previous to his undertaking the work; otherwiſe he 


could not undertake it with integrity and upright- | 


neſs. But his diligence in ſtudying the ſacred ſcrip- 


tures, before he took upon him the paſtoral charge, 


will not excuſe him from it, through the whole 


courſe of his miniſtry. There will always be room 
for improvement in religious knowledge. If his 


mind 1s agreeably furniſhed, it may, SI proper in- 


duſtry, be more richly and abundantly furniſhed, 
with thoſe treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge which 
are inexhauſtible, in the ſacred oracles. He will 
not imagine, that he hath arrived at perfection, in 


bis acquaintance, with divine truth, and that there is 
no room for further light, to enter into his mind. 
FIDELITY in ſtudying the inſpired writings, . will 


| diſpoſe him carefully to guard againſt all prepoſleſ- 


ſhows, in fayour of, or in oppoition to, particular 
re ligious 


4 
99 
O84 


7 8 


ee ee ſearch the ſeripuares,. with a 


| the word of God, or handle it deceitfulh 


want of defire to know the truth, as it is in Jeſus, or 


He will not, 2 may be to mach 


view ta find arguments, in ſupport of a ſyſtem of 
doctrine, which he had before adopted; or endeav- 
our to force them to ſpeak a language agreeable to it; 
but he will yield himſelf up to the word of Cod, to 
be led by its light, though in conſequence of it, he 

ſhould be obliged to renounce ſome favourite ſenti⸗ 
ment, which he had long entertained, or to embrace 
others, agairiſt which he had been prejudiced, He 

will take his religious opinions from the facred vol- 
ume, 44 40 55 it, in order to vindicate thoſs 
which he had before adopted. 


DILIGENCE in his ſtudies will ae b © et in 


onder to provide uſeful eritertainment for the people 


of his — ; from one ſeaſon of public inſtruction 
another. He could not content himſelf, if he 


5 could t „ by delivering broken incoherent diſ- 


courſes, which coſt him no - He will prepare 


Beaten oil for the ſanctuary; well ſtudied and 


correct com 


which his faithfulneſs will appear. 
2. 1T will alfo, by a care to pr 
rupted 


1 ache pure uncors : 
goſpel. He will not be of thoſe who: corrupt 


5 Car. xi, 176 
He will take heed to has 1 and endeavour to Jhew 


I 5. 8 | ; 
1 molt upright. cook faichful miniſter 5 


| may be miſtaken, in his apprehenhon, in ſome 


leſs wei ghty points in theology; may de · 
liver e not perfectiy Mok 9 20h to the 
ftandar@of divine truth: But this will not be through 


of induſtry, in ſearching for it. He will not : volun- 
in the 


tarily advance error, or miſlead his peop 


poſitions, ſuited a impart. clear light, 
and important edification. This is one —_ in 


His doctrine 


hearers, and tend to render him 


thoſe ſubjects which he 
5 ed and neceſſary to the Saibtatich of his peo- 


their firſt progemitor 
recovery throng b che mediation of Chriſt; the terms 
of the goſpel —— are, repentance to- 
wards God, faith towards dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


of belineſsthrough the chitin life ; thoſe udn 


atteſtarticle of Faith, Gy practice 


And kis deli 
ty will undoubtedly: preſerve him from dangerous 


and fundamental errors. Being diſpoſed to do the 
will of his divine | 


ter, he will "Ay him to kr  - 


W 
5 * 2 


3. nx will difcover his faithfulneſs in defiviringth the! 


whole truth. It will be his deſire, as it was the 
Apoſtles,, to declare to his people all the'counſel of 
God, and to keep back nothing ! that would be profit- 
able to them. Acts xx] 20. He will not artfully. 
conceal certain truths, to anſwer a particular pur- 
poſe. Nor will he dwell continually on others, be- 
cauſe he can diſcourſe on them with more eaſe, and 


leſs ſtudy; or becauſe they are more grateful to his 
would not conſiſt with faithfulneſs to God, and to 


the ſouls committed to his charge; yet I may add, 


4. Tur he will aim to treat, moſt frequently, on 
confiders, as peculiarly 


All chriſtian doctrines are not equally "uſeful 
55 important. There are the weightier matters of 
the golpel, as well as of the law, both as to faith 


and practice. Theſe he will make the moſt frequent 


ſubject af his public diſcourſes. It Would be too aſ- 


2 in me to attempt to determine what theſe 


Permit me, however; modeſtly to ſuggeſt, that 


1 theſe, I conceive are to be numbered, the 


apoſtacy of the human race by the diſobedience of 


nitors ; the goſpel method of man's 


and evangelical obedience; the work of the holy 
Spirit in renew ing the hearts of men; the progreſs 


mental 
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mental duties; and nne which tend to beget 


_ and inereaſe true grace; the moral and poſitive pre- 
cepts of ahriſtianity; the important change by death: 
the judgmedt of, the great day; and a future ſtate of 
1 and puniſhments. Theſe will generally 
place of — of ſmaller importance: And 
1545 9 queſtions fooliſi and unlearned, and a 


5 


rife about words; which tend rather. to Ann the 


arers;, than to promote godly edifying. | - 
5+ 'TH8, Chriſtian miniſter ſhould ſhew his faithful- 


wals; by. accommodating his inſtructions to the dif- 


ferent; characters and circumſtances, of. his people. 
He will endeavour to Approve himſelf to God, a 


workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, by right- 


ly dividing the word, and giving to every one his 


portion in due ſęaſon. 2 Timothy ii, xx. 
, THOSE. Of tender age, whoſe faculties are not ma- 


tured, he will teach, with condeſcenſion and gentle- 


abes, are fed with milk, affording a ſoft and ealy 


Chriſt, 0 Feed my lambs, and imitate the example 
of. the gentle ſhepherd, who © Gathers the lambs in 


us arms, and carries them in his boſom.” Iſa. xl, 11. 


STRONG. meat will he prepare for thoſe of riper 
age,” thoſe doctrines Which their matured minds, 


and improved under ſtandings, are able to compre- ; 


hend, and apply | for their ſeveral uſes 1 in ow” chriſ- 
tian lifſfſd. 

E Jecure and en "Ie wat 3 to 
awaken: ONE. by the terrors of the Lord; 
and by an arming repreſentation of their danger: > 
while they SOONERS, in impenitency and unbelief, 
that they may be exci 


ſet before them, before. it be too late. 
Ang any under deep concern of mind about their 
ſpirizual Kate, brought to a ar conviction of their 
d fin 


neſs, the firſt and eaſy principles of religion; as 
Thus he will obey the command of 


* 
, 
— — — — at 


to fly for refuge to the hope 


* . 
2 
. 
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In and guilt ; and in the language of our Saviour, 
„ Weary and heavy laden; he will endeavour to 
lead them to Him, by the genitle and alluring invi- 
tations of his goſpel, that they may Find reſt to 
their ſouls.” He will labour to comfort mourners 
In Sion; to Lift up the hands that hang down, | 
and to firengthen the feeble knees,” by adminiſtering 
the reviving cordials of Chriſt's religion. 
WW providential circumſtances, under which par- 
ticular families, or perſons are, will engage the at- 
tention of the faithful watchman; and by occaſional 
diſcourſes, adapted to their ſituation, he will ſtrive 
to affiſt them! in making a good and religious im- 
provement, both of proſperous and ne PU: 
ſations. 
NOR will he neglect to explain and jejeuloate rela- 
tive duties, and what may be called the duties of the 
Times, which hold an important place, in practical 
religion. To theſe he will warmly urge a due re- 
gard, that all may fill their ſeveral places and ſta- 
tions, with ge er and uſefulneſs. On this the 
beauty and comfort of ſocial life greatly depend, 
whether in ſmall family- circles, or in n nm 
and extenſive communities. 
wir courage and plainneſs, he will reprove che 
openly vicious; knowing that there is a time'to © Re- 
( ſharply,” as well as to © Inftraſt with meek. 
neſs 
6. A coop miniſter will ſhew his Faithfabdels by 
the manner, as well as by the matter of his preaching. 
He will be careful to uſe ſuch a fiyle, as is ſuited to 
the capacity of his hearers, that they may eaſily enter 
into his meaning, and improve by his dileourſes. 
This will engage him, on the one hand, to ayoid lan- 
guage which is incorrect, low and vulgar; and on 
the other, that which is abſtruſe, or towering, and 
bombaſtic, 
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bombaſtic, and crowdod. with technical terms, 1 
phraſes, above the nfion of men in com- 
mon life. He will confider Himſelf as * Deter to 
the learned and the unlearned. 

HE will aim at ſuch earneftneſs, animation and 
pathos, in the turn of his compoſitions, and in his 


ſpeaking, as tend to engage and fix the attention of 


his audience, and to impreſs their minds with a 
ſenſe of the importance of what is delivered. He 
will endeavour to have his voice duly modulated, 
his manner of pronunciation, unaffected and natural, 


and his geſture eaſy and graceful. Theſe things, if 


not of ſo. much conſequence as what hath been men- 


tioned before, yet are not of ſo trifling confideration, 


as to fall below the notice of a faithful miniſter. But 
the pulpit will not be the only place in which his 
faithfulneſs will diſplay itſelf. I may add, 


7. HE will ſhew it by a care to maintain a regular 


chriſtian diſcipline in the church. He will guard 


againſt aſſuming more rule and authority, than be- 


long to his office; againſt ©& Lording it over God's 


heritage.” At the ſame time, he will not meanly 
cringe to the humours of his people, but will 


* Magnify his office,” and be known in his place. 


A will examine, with faithfulneſs and candour, 
thoſe who ſeek admiſſion to church- privileges, gov- 
erning himſelf herein wholly by the rules of the goſ- 
pel. In the adminiftration of * ſeals and cenſures 
of Chriſt's church, he will labour to conduct with 
ſuch integrity and prudence, that all, if poſſible, 
may be convinced, that he Doth nothing through 
pax! 
Finally. ux will ſhew himſelf faithful, in all the 

more Fs duties of his profeflion. He will be 
eaſy of accels to all who apply to him, for counſel 
FRE wwe | in their ſpiritual concerns, and labour to 

ſpeak 
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ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to them. He will Dudioul: 
ly avoid all haughty and forbidding airs ; but on the 
contrary will ſhew ſuchfamiliarity and condeſcenſion, 
as will conciliate the love of his people, without ex- 
poſing him to contempt. He will ſeek, by frequent 
viſits, to know the ſtate of his flock, both, that he 
may have opportunity to give private advice and in- 
ſtruction, and alſo that he may be the better able to 
accommodate his public * to their ſeveral 
Caſes and direumſtances. He will take a kind and 
ſympathetic part with. them in their troubles; and 
be no ſtranger to houſes of mourning and chambers 
of ſickneſs. He will diligently lay hold on ſuch oc- 
caſions, when their hearts are made tender and im- 
preſſible, by the rod of God upon them, to ſpeak to 
them of the concerns of their fouls, and of another 
world. He will! Weep with thoſe that weep,” and 
ſo * Bear their burdens as to fulfil the law of 
Chriſt.” In a word, | 

HE will labour to be © An example to the flock, in 
word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, 
and in purity.” 1 Tim. iv, 12. It will be his care to 
g0 before them, in the uniform practice of all the vir- 
tues of a chriſtian life, that there may be a happy 
agreement between his doctrine and behaviour, and 
that they may be inſtructed by the latter as well as 
the former. The miniſter-who is negligent in this, 
muſt be very much wanting in faithfulneſs to God, to 
his people, and to his own ſoul. He will, as it were, 
pull down, with one hand, what he builds up with 
the other. A careleſs, irregular walk and converſa- 
tion will prevent the good influence of his preach- 
ing, and probably do more to obſtruct, than the other 
to promote Pure religion and undeſiled, before God 

and the Father.” I proceed to conſider the _ 

SECON D gqualification-of a goſpel miniſter, mention- 
ed in the text. Ability to teach. The time will "ou 
allow 


allow me to enlarge on this; and there may be the 

leſs occcafion for it, as ſeveral thoughts have Veen al- 
ready ſuggeſted, in ſpeaking of a miniſter's faithful 
neſs, which would have naturally occurred under 
this head. A man very deficient in ability to teach, 
could not act an upright and faithful part, in endeav- 
ouring to get into the ſacred employment. Nor can 
ſeveral of thoſe articles of fidelity, which. have been 
mentioned, be exhibited by a perſon of very. ſmall 
abilities. With great propriety, therefore, the Apoſtle 

_ unites faithfulneſs, and ability to teach, as neceſſary to 
meet in the perſon, qualified for the paſtoral office. 
What I conceive proper to be ſaid on the latter of 
theſe, will be included 1 in the three tolowing partic- 
ulars. 

1. u muſt be endowed with good natural powers 
of mind. However unable we may be to aſſign a phi- 
loſophical reaſon for it, yet the thing is indiſputable, 
that men's intellectual powers of mind are not all of 
the ſame ſtrength and fize. Whether it be owing 
to the different ſtructure of thoſe parts of the animal 
frame, which are peculiarly employed in mental ex- 
erciſes, or to ſome other latent cauſe, ſtill it is evi- 
dent, that men are not all equally capable of think- 
ing, reaſoning, underſtanding, and acquiring knowl- 
edge. Thoſe of very {mall and low mental powers 
cannot be juſtly conſidered as fit for the miniſterial 
office. They are not jo able to teach, as thole ought 
to be, who act in this character of public inſtructors. 

However pious and faithful they may be in their diſ- 

poſition, it is not to be ſuppoſed, that they can make 
ſuch acquirements, in uſeful knowledge, particularly 
of the holy ſcriptures, as to enable them io teach 
others, to advantage and edification, in the things of 
religion. Their ſmall abilities may be uſeful 1 in ſome 
other department. 

I MEAN 
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| 1 my AN not to intimate, that none may be uſeful, 
as public relig ious teachers, whoſe talents are not of 
the firſt w' and magnitude, and who are not of 
very ſhining : aud diſtinguifhed parts. But the great - 
er their abilities are, if they are ſancti ſſed by God's 
grace, and made faithful men, the more ufcfal, we 
may reaſonably expect they will be. But men whoſe 
natural powers of mind ate below the generality of 
their brethren of mankind, ought not to be encour- 
aged to enter into the ſacred work. | ; 

2. A man ſhould have ſome fpecial advantages of 
education, in order to be able ſo to teach, as to qualify 
him for the evangelical miniſtry. I do not ſay that 
what we call a liberal, collegiate education, is in all 

caſes, without exception, neceſſary ; though I con- 
ceive this to be very defirable, and the want of it, 
hardly to be diſpenfed with, where it may be obtain- 
ed, and with fo little difficulty, as in our land. Is it 
not dangerous to the intereſt of religion, and to the 
profperity of the churches of Chriſt, to countenance 
an Hliterate clergy ? Men of that order, are, in a 
meaſure, ſet for the defence of the goſpel, againſt i in- 
fidels, and gainſayers. That they can be but poor- 
ty able to defend it, muſt be obvious to all who 
properly conſider the matter, if they have no more 
than what we call common learning. An acquaint. 
ance with the liberal arts and ſciences, greatly 
_ enlarges and improves the powers of the mind. It 
enables men to arrange their ideas properly; to 
_ reaſon clearly and forcibly, upon any ſubjett; to 
detect ſophiſtry, and to judge of the concluſiveneſs 
of an argument. 

KNOWLEDGs of the learned languages, particu- 
larly of thofe in which the ſacred ſcriptures were 
originally penned, muſt be very uſeful to a chriſtian 
teacher, It will aſſiſt him more clearly to under- 


ſtand 
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ſtand the inſpired writings 5 to ſolve difficulties 
which may occur in them, and to point out their 
beauty and harmony. 

Ar leaſt, a man muſt have hed, and muſt have 
improved, opportunities and helps to ſtady the 
ſacred oracles, in order to underſtand the great 
truths contained in them, in their connexion and 
mutual dependence. A ſuperficial ſtudent of the 
ſcriptures cannot deſerve thoſe characters, which 
ſhould meet in every public religious teacher, of 
“A ſcribe well inſtructed to the kingdom of heav- 
en;“ 8 An able miniſter of the New Teſtament.” 

IT is ſuch a pitch of enthuſiaſm, as I truſt none of 
vou will attempt to defend, for miniſters to expect that 
their minds ſhould be furniſhed with knowledge, by 
the immediate teachings of the holy Spirit ; or that 
| thoſe truths. ſhould be given them directly from 
above, which they are to deliver to their people. 

IT is incumbent on men, before they enter on the 
ſacred work, as well as through the whole courſe of 
it, to Give themſelves to reading, meditation and 
prayer. In this way they may expect the aids and 
teachings of the ſpirit of God ; in this way * their 
_ profiting will appear to all ;” and they will be able ta 

teach, ſo as to promote godly edifying. I only add, 

3- A MAN muſt have a good faculty of communi- 
cating his knowledge. The gift of utterance is val- 
uable, and neceſſary to teachers. This is not always 
found in proportion to the knowledge with which 
men's minds are ſtored ; therefore we cannot fay 
that every man, of piety and learning, is qualified 
to be a goſpel miniſter, The © Prieſt's lips are to 
preſerve,” and communicate © knowledge.” He 
ſhould have the tongue, as well as the mind of 
* the learned.” This qualification is poſſeſſed in 
various degrees by different perſons. Some good 

| mealure 
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meaſure of it may be deemed requiſite, in one who 
is, by office, a public religious inſtructor. It is a 
happy acquirement, to be able with eaſe, freedom, 
and perſpicuity, to communicate his ſentiments, not 
only to the underſtanding of the learned and judi- 
cious few, but to that of perſons of common abilities, 
and ſmal] literary improvements. This talent will, 


like moſt others, increaſe and brighten, by uſe, which 


ſhould be an encouragement to thoſe who are con- 
ſcious that they do not poſſeſs it, in ſo happy a de- 
gree as many around them, to take much pains that 
it may grow and increaſe in them. 

Ir is of great importance for perſons, when firſt 
ſetting out in the buſineſs of preaching, to get into a 
way of compoling, and ſpeaking, with caſe and pro- 
priety. This being neglected at firſt, and a habit, 


— 


the reverſe of this, being once eſtabliſhed, the longeſt 


life will ſeldom afford ſufficient time to correct and 
unlearn it. 

* apT to teach” is a qualification of ſo much im- 
portance as to be recommended by an inſpired pen. 
Who can need it more than perſons employed - 
teaching things of everlaſting moment ; and 
things which, through the dulneſs of ſome, and i 
perverſeneſs of others, are hard to be introduced 
into the minds and conſciences of moſt men? He 
who.hath a due ſolicitude for the edification of his 
people, will ſtrive by all the advantages of addreſs; 
to bring goſpel truths home to their hearts, with 
power and energy ; and to faften them there, as with 

A nail in a lure place,” that he © may be to them 
a ſavour of life unto life, and not of death unto 
death.” 

wur hath been imperſectly ſuggeſted, muſt ſuf- 
lice to repreſent the perſons, ſuitable to be employed 
in the goſpel miniſtry, By wes of reflection, 

1. DOTH 
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1. dor it not appear important, from what hath 
been ſaid, that we who are invited, from time to 
time, to alſiſt in ſetting apart men to the work of the 
golpel miniſtry, ſhould be careful not to introduce 
any, who do not appear to be faithful men, and able 
to teach others ? Is it not requiſite that we be ſatisfied 
as to their fidelity and capacity ? The queſtion then 
will ariſe, how are we to obtain this ſatisfa&tion ? 

- SOME worthy men, with a view to exclude errors, 
in faith, and to maintain chriſtian orthodoxy, con- 


ceive a critical examination into the religious ſenti- 


ments of thoſe who are candidates for ordination, to 
be very neceſſary ; and that creeds, and confeſſions 
of faith to be aſſented to, or ſubſcribed, anſwer very 
valuable purpoſes. Others ſuppoſe very little can 
be done, in this way, towards maintaining purity of 


faith, and uniformity in religious ſentiments. It 


may be ſaid that the language, in which ſuch %s are 
expreſſed, will be as indeterminate as that of the 


holy ſcriptures ; and that without an infallible inter- 


| Prefer, to fix the meaning of the one and the other, 


we ſhall be never the nearer the object of purſuit. 


It hath been alſo obſerved, that miniſters of the 
church of England, who are invariably obliged to ſub- 
ſcribe a long catalogue of articles, are not more found 
in the faith, or more united in their religious opin- 
ions, than others. Some further ſuppoſe, an impli- 
cation in this practice, not very honourary to the 

Author of our religion, viz. that he hath left the 
credenda of it, or things to be believed, ſo looſe and 
vague, as to render a greater preciſion and determi- 

nateneſs neceſſary to be added, by the wifdom and 
ſagacity of uninſpired men; and that the * Words 
which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, do not afford ſo 
clear and unequivocal a ſy ſtem of goſpel truth, as 


© The words which man $ wiſdom teacheth.“ 1 Cor. 
A8 


xi, 13. 
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4s to this matter, it ſeems that men equally ſolic- 
itous for maintaining the purity of the faith, once 
delivered to the ſaints, and equally defirous to pro- 
mote the honour and utility of the preached golpel, 
are not entirely agreed. . I doubt not, they 
will very well agree, in the moſt important ſteps to 
be taken in this matter. They will all judge it nec- 
eſſary, in order to make the path of duty plain be- 
fore them, in ſetting apart men to the work of the 
miniſtry, that they obtain ſatisfactory evidence, that 
they are of a good moral and religious character; of 
good intellectual abilities; and that they have enjoy- 
ed, and improved, ſome ſpecial advantages of educa- 
tion. 

2. 18 it not reaſonable for us, my brethren, who 
have been put into the goſpel miniſtry, to inquire, 
on this occaſion, whether we entered upon it with 
proper views, and from proper motives ? And 
whether, under the influence of them, we have faith- 
fully attended to all the parts of our duty ? I would 
hope that, upon a review of our temper and conduQ, 
wie ſtand acquitted, by our own conſciences, of any 
habitual and allowed unfaithfulneſs. But alas ! have 
we not found ourſelves too prone to flothfulneſs, in 
that work which requires the greateſt diligence and 
| fervency ? Have we not reaſon to acknowledge, and 
lament many ſinful defects? Are we not called to 
humble ourſelves before God, this day, on account 
of them ? To renew our reſolutions to be ſteadfaſt 
and unmoveable, abounding always in the work of 
the Lord? And importunately to ſeek freſh ſupplies 
of wiſdom and grace, from Jeſus Chriſt, in whom all 
fulneſs dwells ? 

g. YROM What hath been ſuggeſted, our beloved 
young friends, who are candidates for the goſpel 
miniſtry, will be led to conſi der the e 
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they ſhould dad to be poſſeſſed of, in n order to 
enter upon that important work. You muſt be ſen- 
fible of the impropriety and danger of contenting 


yourſelves with ſmall furniture and preparation for 
an employment ſo great and arduous. To be faith- 
ful is of the laſt importance. The noble and excel- 
lent motives of love to Chriſt, and ardent defires to 
advance his religion, and the good of precious ſouls, 
operating properly, will encourage you to enter 
yourſelves as labourers in Chriſt's vineyard, though 
the proſpects of temporal emolument arg but ſmall ; 
and will ſupport you under the many dificulties and 
diſcouragements to be met with i „ 

iT is reaſonable that * They who preach the | oof- 
pel ſhonld live of the goſpel. So hath Chriſt 8 
ed in his churches.” You are not to be cenſured, 
as of a mercenary temper, and as hirelings, in a bad | 
ſenſe, becauſe in entering into this fervice, you have a 
regard to a decent and honourable ſupport. But the 
motives, which I mentioned before, being predomi- 
nant, will render your labours, labours of love, which, 
in a great meaſure, carry their own reward with them, 
May the great Lord of the harveſt ſend forth a plen- 
ty of faithful labourers into his harveſt! 

I now turn myſelf to my young friend, who bath 
deſired me to be his monitor on this ſolemn and j joy- 
ful occaſion. 

YOU will eaſily ſee, dear Sir, from the inſtances 
that have been mentioned, in which a miniſter ſhould 
ſhew himſelf faithful, that you mult give up a life of 
floth and indolence, or be greatly wanting in fideli- 
ty to God, to this people, and to your own ſoul. I 
hope you act from proper motives in undertaking 
this great work, Take heed that theſe motives be 
kept preſent to your mind, that they my never loſe 
their influence upon you, 


HERE 
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HERE is a large number of precious and immortal 
ſouls, who now commit themſelves to your paſtoral 
care. It is incumbent on you * To watch for them 
as expecting to give account.“ They have a right 
to the faithful improvement of your time, and beſt 
abilities. They profeſs a love and eſteem for you. 
Let love and eſteem be mutual between them and 
you. This will lighten your burdens, and carr 
you more cheerfully through your work. Think 
nothing too much to do, to*promote their ſpiritual 
good, ſince Chriſt did not think his blood too 
cious to be ſhed, for their redemption. 
to ſpend, and be ſpent in their ſervice. 
Mx acquaintance with this people makes me confi- 
dent, that you will find them of a candid and teach- 
able diſpoſition. They have too much judgment, 
and have been too well inſtructed heretofore, to 
with you to dwell'much in your diſcourſes on knot- 
ty points of controverſy, and matters of doubtful 
_ diſputation, or metaphyſical niceties, and curious 
diſtinctions, which tend rather to perplex than to 
edify. A ſerious, practical, evangelical method of 
preaching, will be moſt agreeable to them. Your 
judgment and inclination will happily coincide with 
their' in this thing. Herein you will follow the ex- 
ample of your late worthy father, deceaſed ;* under 
whole public and private inſtructions, your youthful 
days have been ſpent, I truſt, not only much to your 
comfort, but greatly to your advantage in preparing 
you for the due diſcharge of the duties of that pro- 
feſſion, in which he was ſo many years engaged. 


Herein you will alſo imitate the pattern of your 
predeceſlors 1 in this place, 


pre- 


Be willing 


LABOUR, 


* He was paſtor of the church in Norton for about thirty · 
eight years. | 
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LABOUR, by 2 le, ſerious and fervent addreſſes, to 
bring divine truths home to the hearts and conſcien- 
ces of your hearers; that ſinners may be awakened, 
convinced, and made willing to accept the mercy of 
God through Chriſt, as offered to them in the glori- 
ous goſpel ; and that ſaints may be quickened, com- 
forted, and built up, in their moſt holy faith. The 
work is great and arduous. Great aſſiſtance, and 
great comfort, you may expett in it, if you are faith- 
ful. Often recollect, for your encouragement and 
ſupport, who hath ſaid, My grace is ſufficient for 
you.” Be ſtrong then, my =o in the grace that is 
in Chriſt Jeſus. 

- OFTEN anticipate in your thoughts the approach- 
ing day, when your work will be finiſhed, and you 
will meet thoſe, who have been the people of your 
charge, at the bar of our final Judge. One ſerious 
thought of this kind, will be powerful, to break the 
force of a thouſand temptations to ſloth and unfaith- 
fulneſs. Bear in mind the uncertainty of life, and 
how ſhort your opportunity may be, in which you 
can do any thing for the good of your dear people. 
I wiſh you, my dear friend, great ſucceſs in your la- 
bours. May God make them inſtrumental of ſaving 
good to many ſouls ; and grant, that © Having turn- 
ed many to righteouſneſs, you may ſhine as the 
brightneſs of the firmament, and as the ſtars for ever 
and ever. | 

Id the next place, I take the 88 to addreſs 
the beloved Church and Society, in this place. 


MY DEAR FRIENDS, 

WHEN I profeſs to feel mylelf tenderly intereſted 
in your welfare, I truſt my fincerity will not be ſuſ- 
pected. I have been, for about thirty ſeven years, 
miniſtering to a beloved and kind people, nearly 
connected with you. and from among whom your 

anceſtors 
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anceſtors principally proceeded. * The Rev. Jofeph 
Belcher, my venerable, though not immediate prede- 
ceſſor, aſſiſted in imbodying this church, and preach- 
ed, on that occaſion, from thoſe words. Titus ii, 14. 
A peculiar people, zealous of good works. Perhaps he 
might view the words, as in a good degree, character- 
| iſtic of your anceſtors, then living. I wiſh they 
may be of their poſterity.} In his records of bap- 
tiſms, and admiſhons into church-fellowſhip, now 
in my hands, I find the T names of many reſpecta- 
ble families ſtill among you. He aſſiſted in the in- 

troduction of your firſt miniſter, whoſe memory is 
dear to me, as I truſt it is to many of you. He 
acted the part of a father and guide to me, when I 
came, young and unexperienced, into this neigh- 
bourhood. I mourned with you, when he was tak- 
en from your head. In your ſettlement of another 
paſtor, and in all the changes through which you 
have ſince paſſed, whether proſperous, or afflictive, 
I have taken a ſympathetic part with you. And I 
now {incerely rejoice with you, as I doubt not all 


the 


* Needham was ſet off from Dedham, and incorporated as 
a town, in the year 1711. 


+ Here the preacher introduced another anecdote concern- 
ing the Rev, Mr. Belcher. The deſign of it was, to ſhew 
the favourable opinion he had of this church and ſociety, in 
its infant ſtate, and his concern to prevent a man's becoming 
their paſtor, whoſe abilities were ſmall, and his character 
doubtful ; and that they might obtain one able and faithful. 
He had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing his wiſhes accompliſhed, 
when the Rev. Mr. Townſend was ſettled among them. 


+ Such as, Fiſher, Newell, Fuller, Kingſbury, Metcalf, 
Mills, Ware, Paine, Dewing, Gay, Okinton, and others, A 
conſiderable part of the preſent inhabitants of Needham, and 
equally reſpectable as thoſe whoſe names are mentioned above, 

have come into the town ſince, from other places, 
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the members of the eccleſiaſtical council do, whom 
ou have invited hither, on the preſent occaſion, 
that, after a ſeaſon of darkneſs and perplexity, you 
have been led, in anſwer to your humble prayers, ſo 
peaceably, and unanimouſly to chuſe a paſtor, who, 
we hope; will approve himſelf one after God's own 
heart. | | | 3 
BEHOLD THE MAN, who is, this day, devoting 


| himſelf, his time, and ſtrength, to the ſervice of God 


and your ſouls. From a particular acquaintance 
with him, I am led to believe that he enters on this 
arduous work, from truely chriſtian motives, and 
that he will endeavour, by the help of divine grace, 


to be faithful in the performance of it. Shall I be- 


ſpeak your affection to him? I cruſt he already en- 


joys it. Ceaſe not to give him ſubſtantial evidences 


of it, by treating his perſon and character with ten- 


derneſs and reſpect; by praying for him, with con- 


ſtancy and fervour; by attending his miniſtrations, 


with candour and meekneſs; and by making ready 


and PUNCTUAL Proviſion ſor his comfortable ſup- 


port. 5 
I nor you will find united in him, a good ſhare 
of that gravity, that humility, that circumſpect and 


exemplary conduct, which ſo eminently appeared in 
your firſt miniſter ; and of that free and eaſy ad- 
dreſs; of that pleaſant and ſociable turn, which are 


agreeable traits in the character of your late paſtor. 
FROM grols failings, I truſt, through grace, he 
will keep himſelf. His human infirmities you will 
cover with a mantle of love. Let no jealouſies, and 
ſuſpicions be entertained to his diſadvantage. Let 
nothing deprive him of your eſteem, ſhort of full 
proof that he is become unworthy of it; and then, I 
hope he will enjoy it to his lateſt moments. Give him 
not occaſion, my dear friends, by your diſregard to his 
Y e 5 pious 
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pious inſtructions, and unprofitableneſs under his 
miniſtry, to complain that He labours in vain and 
ſpends his ſtrength for naught.” This will weaken 
his hands and difcourage his heart. But remember 
that while this gives him preſent grief, it may be the 
foundation of everlaſting ſorrow to you. We wiſh 
you may enjoy a rich and laſting bleſſing in him; 
that many of you, and of your children may have 
reaſon to view him as a ſpiritual father, he © Having 
begotten you to God through the goſpel.” And 
that he may be able to ſay, in the great day of 
Chriſt's appearing, © Lord here am I, and the chil- 
dren which thou haft given me.” And lo that ye 
may be each other's ** Crown of rejoicing in the day 
of the Lord fees 

I snALL cloſe with a few words to this whole af- 
fembly. You have heard, my brethren, fome of 
the articles, in which your miniſters ſhould ſhew 
themſelves faithful. They are eſpecially bound 0 
do fo, in Prkaching to you JEsvs CnRIST, and the 
goſpel method of ſalvation through him. This is 
the main point in which their inſtructions are to 
centre. Inſtructions of this kind, have you not all 
long enjoyed? The great inquiry, which I would 
wiſh every one to make, is this? © Have I been 
brought to know jeſus Chrift; with that knowledge 
which renews the heart, and reforms the life?“ If 
you have not, to what valuable purpoſe have you 
fat under the preached goſpel? If you continue 
practically ignorant of this only Redeemer of loſt 
men, your condemnation will be awfully aggravated, 
by the means of religious inſtruction afforded to you. 
O, my friends, there is no time to trifle in this mat- 
ter. The day and means of grace will ſoon be at an 
end with you. Be entreated to Conſider in this 
your day, the things which belong to your peace, 
before they are hid from your eyes. 


AS 
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As to thoſe of you, who have been Botn of in- 
corruptible ſeed, by the word of God which liveth 
and abideth for ever,” certainly you muſt have an 
ardent affection to the facred truths of the goſpel. 


Having Taſted that the Lord is gracious,” you 


will like New born babes deſire the ſincere milk of 


the word that you may grow thereby.” You will 


hardly need urging to a ſteady and devout attend- 


ance on the preached goſpel. This you Know is a 
method appointed, by the great Head of the church, 
to feed and nouriſh your inward man, and to build 


you up in all the graces and comforts of the ſpiritual 


and divine life. Have you obtained that Precious 


faith” which cometh by hearing?“ Let the Apol- 
tle's exhortation be acceptable to you. Add to 


your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to 
knowledge temperance, patience, godlinels, brotherly 
kindneſs and charity; for if theſe things be in you 
and abound, they will make you, that ye ſhall be 


neither barren, nor unfruitful, in the knowledge of 


our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. So an entrance 
{hall be adminiſtered to you abundantly, into has 
evenly and eternal Kingdom.” _ AMEN. 


THE 
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Reverend Mr. ELL 1s, 


or REHOBOTH. 


A S the Church and People, in this place, 
have unanimouſly elected you, STEPHEN PALMER, 
to ſettle with them, in the work of the goſpel min- 
iſtry ; as you allo have accepted their invitation; 
and as the council, regularly called, ſolemnly to ſet 


vou apart, for this important purpole, are ſatisfied 


with your natural, acquired, and religious furniture, 
We, the miniſters of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, commil- 
ſioned from him, do, by prayer and the impoſition of 
hands, ordain you a biſhop, in the viſible church of 
God, which he has ſet up on earth, and of which 
Chriſt is King and Head. In particular we commit, 

to your paſtoral care and overſight, the flock and 


congregation of the firſt pariſh in Needham, with 


authority to diſpenſe the goſpel, and to a& in every 
branch of the miniſterial office. We therefore charge 
you, in the name of our divine Maſter, to the beſt of 


| your ſkill and abilities, to diſcharge all the duties, 


incumbent upon one, in ſacred orders. Preach the 
word. 
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word. F aithfully explain the ſcriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtaments ; ever bearing in mind, that 
for the right underſtanding of them, the plain and 
obvious meaning, as much as may be, 1s to be ad- 
hered to. They ought to be taken literally, where 
there 1s no neceſlity of underſtanding them otherwiſe. 
This will free you from much trouble. It will ſave 
your hearers from perplexity. It will be guarding 
againſt the needleſs diſputes and errors of the preſent 
da 
Prove the word in its purity. Urge the abſolute 
neceſſity of faith, repentance, and new obedience. 
Theſe, in the idea of them, include whatever is re- 
quiſite to the ſalvation of men. Be not wiſe above 
what is written. Darken not counſel by words, 
without knowledge, as the manner of ſome is. Make 
not unintelligible diſtinctions, which have a tendency 
to excite animoſities, cauſe rents and ſchiſms in 
chriſtian ſocieties, and deſtroy that catholiciſm and 
charity, which are true characteriſtics of the diſciples 
of the compaſſionate Saviour. Remember that you 
are to adapt your diſcourſes to the capacities, caſes, 
and circumſtances of your hearers, as much as poſſi- 
ble. They ſhould, therefore, be plain and practical. 
Let the Bible be your guide and counſellor. Make 
the oracles of God your compaſs, by which to direct 
your courſe, thr ough all the changing ſcenes of lite ; 
then you will call no man maſter; and not ſhun to 
declare the whole counſel of God, relative to the fall 
and pollution of human nature, and the way of re- 
covery to purity and happineſs, through the atoning 
blood of Jeſus. Preach Chriſt and him crucified. 
Keep yourſelf in the love of God. Look well to 
your own foul. Walk circumſpectly. Be thou an 
example of the believers, in word, in converſation, 


in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity. Keep cloſe 
TY to 
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to your ſtudies, that you may be able to ſpeak the 
things, which become ſound doctrine; ſhowing in- 
corruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, and ſound ſpeech, 

which cannot, which will not, be condemned, but 
by thoſe of bad and dangerous principles. Be much 
in prayer for that wiſdom, which is from above. 
Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doc- 
trine. Again, I ſay, take heed unto thyſelf, as well 
as unto thy doctrine; continue in them; give thy- 
ſelf wholly to them, that thy profiting may appear 
in all things. For in ſo doing, thou ſhalt ſave thy- 
ſelf ; and uſe thoſe means, which have a tendency 
to {ave ſuch, as attend thy miniſtry. Manifeſt thy 
love to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by feeding his ſheep, 
and by feeding his lambs, with the ſincere milk of the 
word, that, with ſpiritual food, they may be nouriſh- 
ed up to eternal life. "0 

AGAIN: We charge you, Sir, to adminiſter the 
ſacraments of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper. Theſe 
are the viſible ſeals of the covenant of grace. Thoſe 
who profeſs their faith-in Chriſt, and obedience unto 
him, are'to be baptized. Baptize them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Ghoſt, 
who are cqually one God in three perſons; none 
may object. The infant ſeed of believers, as they 
are the lambs of Chriſt's flock, have a right to the 
initiating ordinance of baptiſm. Suffer, then, the 
little children of viſible believers, in this way, to 
come unto Chriſt, and forbid them not; for of ſuch, 
faith infallibility, is the kingdom of God. 

SUCH as are baptized, of regular life and conver- 
fation, teſtifying their belief of the holy ſcriptures, 
Having knowledge to diſcern the Lord's body, and 
deſiring to communicate, may not be forbidden 
coming to the Lord's ſupper. 

FURTHER: We deliver unto you the key of diſ- 
cipline, as well as that of doctrine, to uſe according 
to 
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to the will and command of Chriſt, with all _ 
dence, tenderneſs, love and fidelity. 

AND ſeeing you are veſted with the authority of a 
goſpel biſhop, it is a part of your work to ordain 
others, when properly called thereto. But ſee, _ 
you hay hands ſuddenly on no man; neither be 

taker of other men's ſins: kee p thyſelf pure. gend 
not novices into the Lord's vineyard; nor ſuch as 


are erroneous, or vicious. But, in the name and 


fear of God, commit thou the goſpel to faithful men, 
who fhall be able to teach others alſo. 

IN fine, Sir, we charge you, before God, and the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, wao ſhall judge the quick and 
the dead, at his appearing and kingdom, and before 
the elect angels, who doubtleſs are witneſſes of this 
ſolemnity, to have reſpe& to all the commandments 


of divine original. Thus do, as a chriſtian, and as a 
miniſter of Chriſt; and ever let your hearty and 


humble dependance be fixed on him, both for need- 
ed ſtrength and righteouſneſs. In the whole of the 
arduous, though honourable work, in which you are 
engaged, ſtrive to approve yourſelf a wiſe guide and 
overſeer ; a careful and tender ſhepherd ; a vigilant 


watchman ; and a loyal ambaſſador of the Prince of 
peace. Be careful to give no offence, in wy thing, 


| that the miniſtry be not blamed. 


Ap now, reverend and dear Sir, if, by the grace 


of God, you keep the paſtoral charge, as given in 
the Bible, to which you are referred for complete in- 
ſtruction, your reward will be inconceivably great. 
For when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, you will 
receive a crown of glory, which fadeth not away ; 
and hear, from his bleſſed mouth, that happyfy ing 
plaudit, that beatific euge, Well done, good and 
faithful ſervant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

118 beloved church and congregation will in- 


dulge me a moment, while I congratulate them upon 
this 
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this joyful occaſion. Though it has been a conſiders 
able time, ſince the removal of your former paſtor ; 
yet He, with whom is the refidue of the Spirit, has 
ſent you another; and we hope one after his own 
heart ; who will feed you with knowledge and un- 
derſtanding ; who will break the bread of life unto 
you ; and give to each one his portion in due ſeaſon. 
May he partake largely of that wiſdom, prudence, and 
fidelity, which ſhone forth with ſuch engaging luſtre, 
in the character of our worthy and beloved friend, 
his venerable father.“ Behold this aſcenſion gift of 
our deareſt Lord! e 
wn rejoice with you all! Conduct towards him, 
as becometh a virtuous. and affectionate people. 
Though he is put into the miniſtry, being counted 
faithful ; yet conſider he is but a man, clothed with 
human 1nfirmities, and attended with human imper- 
fections. Be much in prayer to God for him. Be 
tender of him. Cheerfully ſupport him, that he 
may not be embarraſſed, but give himſelf wholly to 
the buſineſs of his ſacred department. You, my 


brethren, have the name of being a kind and benevo- | 


lent people. I doubt not you will continue ſtill to 
merit this character; and exerciſe it, in all its graces 
towards this, my young friend, whom I love as a ſon, 
not only for his own ſake, but on his deceaſed fath- 
er's account; for whom I had the - higheſt eſteem. 
Strengthen his hands and entourage his heart, by a 
conſtant attendance on his public labours, and wil- 
ling ſubjection to the laws of Chriſt. May love to 
God and love to man, here reign triumphant ! May 
your"light ſo ſhine before your ſiſter churches and 


ſocieties, that all may be led to glorify our heavenly 


Father; and know how good, and how pleaſant it is, 
tor brethren to dwell together in unity! AMEN. 


*The late Rev. Joſeph Palmer, paſtor of the congrega- 
tional church and ſociety in Norton, who departed this life, 
April 4th, A. D. 1791, in the ſixty-ſecond year of his age, 
and thirty-uinth of his miniſtry. 
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To glorify God, and enjoy him, is de- 
ſervedly called the chief end of man. For this pur- 


poſe was he made; to this end was he dignified with 
reaſon, and a capacity for religion, together with 


the unſpeakable happineſs, which reſults from the 


practice of it. To recover man from the ruins of his 
apoſtacy ; to bring us to glorify the eternal Majeſty, 


and to be happy in the fruition of Him, as our por- 
tion, was the grand deſign of God, in the gift of his 
Son, and in the arduous undertaking of our great 
Redeemer, to ranſom and ſave us. To bring us to 
the true knowledge of God, and our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom he hath ſent; to excite in us true 
faith, repentatice, and holineſs ; and to lead us to 
permanent and complete happineſs, as the reſult of 
all, is the deſign of the chriſtian revelation. To 
ſerve theſe important purpoſes, is the deſign and 


tendency of all goſpel inſtitutions. To anſwer theſe 


noble purpoſes, the goſpel miniſtry is particularly 
and eminently calculated; and as in defign, ſo in ef- 


fect, through the bleſſing of God, it hath been found 


greatly 
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en ſerviceable to mankind, in | general, and ta 
the church of God, in fpeciat. There is, therefore, 


t cauſe of thankfulneſk to the benevolent Author 


of: our holy religion, who, when he had died for 


our offences, and had iſe again for our juſtification, 
aſcended to heaven, as our prevalent advocate with 


the Father, and received gifts for men; and hath 


given as means of his grace to his Church, Apoſ- 
tles, Prophets, and Evangeliſts not only ſo, but 
paſtors and teachers; for the perfecting of the ſaints; 
for the work of the miniſtry; for the edifying the 
body of Chriſt: And hath, in his tel plainly 
revealed the order of his houſe; and doth, in his 
providence, raiſe up, qualify, and ſend forth, la- 


bourers into his vineyard. Bleſſed be God, Wat 


we in this land, are not deſtitute of theſe precious 
aſcenſion gifts! q 


As goſpel miniſters have their difficulties and bur- 
dens, fo they have their comforts alſo; an eminent in- 


ſtance of which is, the promiſe of Chrift! 's preſence, to 


be with them to the end of the world. Befides; tokens 
are to be given them, at their introduction into the 
ſacred office, whereby they may be publicly ac- 
knowledged, as the authorized miniſters. of Chriſt, 
and encouraged in their work. For which purpoſe, 


giving the Kehr Hax has been the token in the 


churches of our Lord, from the Apoſtolic age, to 
the preſent day, of that eſteem, affection, and fel- 


lowthip, which ought to be extended towards the 
churches of Chriſt, —_ to his miniſters in particular. 


As, the venerable Council, here convened, have 
ted me to this ſervice, 1 de, with a mind full 
1 1 regard, in their name, and in that of 


the churches we repreſent, reverend and dear Sir, 
tender you the ſocial hand ; hereby ſignifying our lat- 


Uſathion, as to your, paſtoral accompliſhments, the 


regularity 


ularity of Ar call; and the the vl of pho Me or- | 
i 


nation; and alſo/ expreſſing our readineſs to aſſiſt 
— and the dear flock committed to your watch, 
to the beſt of our ability, on all occaſions. Thus 


profeſſing our ardent affection and friendſhip; , 


expect the ſame from you, as oecaſion ſhall call. 
ov will permit me, dear Sir, by the tender ties 


of friendſhip and fraternal affeckien, ſubſiſting be- 
tween us, to beſeech you, to bear in mind the affec- 


tionate and ſolemn charge, which hath been now given 


you ; that you continue ſteadfaſt. in the doGrine, 
wherein you have been inſtructed ; particularly the 


ſame things, which we have committed to you, do 
you commit unto faithful men, who ſhall be able to 

teach others alſo. We cordially wiſh you much of 
the promiſed preſence of the great Head of the 
church; that you may long live, and be a diligent 
and ſucceſsful labourer, in this part of our Lord's 
vineyard, and finally receive the reward of a faithful 
ſervant. 


VE rejoice with our brethren of this church, and 


the members of this chriſtian ſociety, that they and 
we again behold a light in this golden candlefiick. 
May, the light of his doQrine and practice be ſuch, 

as ſhall be mattey of rejoicing to them, and to us all, 

as long 28 be lives, and ſerve. the cauſe of religion 
among thoſe who are yet unborn. 


Brethren and Bel oved, 


_ we heattfly rejoice, that at this day of ſad diviſions, 
in many plæbes, you have been ſo happily united, in 


the choice of your paſtor; and have been ſo orderly 


and peaceable, i in ſeeking a reſettlement of the goſpel 


miniſtry among you. This is to be acknowledged, 


as a ſmile of heaven upon you, and the ſocieties 
around you,, Be ſtill in care, that brotherly love 


and Peace "yy continue. This will redound much 
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takers in that plete bolinel⸗ and } | Ap. 
for which chriſtian ordinances are defigned 
to prepare you: and which are enjoyed in the 

writs of juſt men made perfect N 
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